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HOUSE FIRE AT 18 LARKWOOD TAKES HOME;FAMILY IS SPARED, LOSES TWO CATS 
 
 Saturday, July 31st  in the early morning about 4 am, on  Larkwood Court, neighbors 
gathered in the darkness, nervous and bewildered as a fire ravaged through the home at 18 
Larkwood Court.  Thankfully, the owners of the home escaped the residence with their two small 
children unharmed.  Unfortunately however,  their two pet cats perished in the blaze.   
 
 Fire and rescue squads from Garrisonville, Potomac Hills, Berea, Quantico and   
Mountain View  were on the scene, completely filling the block of  Larkwood Court  stretching 
from Old Mineral Road to Burns Road, essentially making Larkwood curt impassable between 
these intersections.  Fire and rescue quickly responded to the scene of the fire and worked  
diligently to ensure that the fire was completely extinguished.  Despite their quick response and 
diligent efforts, the two story home owned by the family for only three weeks was essentially  
 destroyed by the fire.  Although the basement did not have fire damage, it suffered heavy water 
damage from the use of fire hoses and subsequent rain after the fire.  The owners were able to 
recover a few scarce items from the home but lost substantially everything they owned. 
 
 
 In the hours after the fire, a compassionate neighbor on Larkwood Court took the family 
in and helped watch the kids while the homeowners made important phone calls and met with the 
Red Cross.  The homeowners were understandably shaken but thankful to have escaped the 
home unharmed.  As stated previously, the shaken and bewildered  family had just closed on 
their house three weeks before the fire. 
  
 
 Neighbors who witnessed the fire were quick to respond to the family’s needs by  
immediately donating necessities such as clothing, toys and shoes (in the frenzy, one of the 
homeowners left the house barefoot). Neighbors  were able to quickly get the word out to some 
residents about the incident and  to solicit support for the family of 18 Larkwood Court.  Hearing 
that the family was a military family, Mike Sims (HOA Board member/ACC Chair) and his wife 
Julie (Welcoming committee)  sprung into action and swiftly contacted Quantico marine base re-
garding the family’s situation.  Consequently, Quantico gave the family immediate shelter on 
base.  
 
 On National Night out on August  2, 2011,  neighbors gathered at 18 Larkwood Court and  
collected donations for the family.  People compassionately donated clothes, toys, food, money 
and gift cards amongst other  items.  It was wonderful to see such a showing of support for these 
neighbors who lost most of everything they owned. 
 
 The family has subsequently moved from Quantico Marine base and  is renting a home 
in the area until their house is rebuilt.  It is unknown at this time when construction will begin to 
rebuild the home.  The cause of the fire is still under investigation. 
 
 -Patty Leith, Editor 



Pumpkin patches: 
 
Belvedere Plantation: 

1410 Belvedere Drive, Fredericksburg, VA 
Weekends 10/1-10/30 
Www.belvedereplantation.com 
 
Old Mine Ranch: 
 17507 Mine Rd. Dumfries through 10/31. 
Www.oldmineranch.net   
 
Clark’s farm:  

721 Courthouse Road Stafford, VA  
Through 11/1 
Www.clarksfarmusa.com 
 

Fall Home Show 
Fredericksburg Expo & Conference Center 
(Right outside of Central Park in Fredericksburg) 
 
Mt. Vernon Fall Harvest Festival: 
Oct. 22-23,  9-5pm 
Www.mountvernon.org 
 
Fall Pumpkin Harvest Festival 

Open Daily  at 9 a.m. until 10/31 
Great Country Farms 
18780 Foggy Bottom Road, Bluemont, VA 
Www.greatcountryfarms.com 
 
Fredericksburg Ghost Walk 
Sun-Mon, Thurs-Sat 2-8pm, Tues/Wed Closed 
623 Caroline Street, Fredericksburg 
540-654-5414 

Fall Happenings 

 

FALL PICNIC MOVED TO SPRING 
 
  

 The HOA was forced to abandon planning the Settlers’ Landing Fall Picnic (party) due to time  
constrains concerning a road closure.  We are, however,  currently planning the HOA party/picnic for late April 
and have already taken necessary steps for road closure.  Look for upcoming details of the picnic  in the next 
addition of The Lantern! 
 
 We are seeking additional  volunteers to help with games, food service and  set-up and break-down.  If 
you are available for any amount of time, even for an hour, let us know.  Your help would be greatly  
appreciated! 
 

                                    NATIONAL NIGHT OUT 

 
    National Night out was held on Larkwood Court on the  evening of August 
2, 2011. Considering the circumstances of the house fire at 18 Larkwood 
Court,  members of the HOA gathered at  the residence with Deputy Morris to 
collect donations for the homeowners who lost their home in the fire.  Thank 
you Ann Smith for your delicious cookie bars! 
 
    We want to continue national night out next year to promote safety  
awareness throughout the neighborhood and hope that most neighbors will 
participate.  The HOA will send fliers with details prior to the event next year. 
 
    Thank you to everyone who participated, see you next year! 
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Important email addresses 

 

SLHOA@hotmail.com 

SLANDINGACC@gmail.com 

 

 

DISCLOSURE PACKAGES 

 

Disclosure packages are now 

$45 and may be requested from 

Regina Swanson: 

Reginaswanson@comcast.net 

Get The Lantern early and in color!    

 Send your name and address to SLHOA@hotmail.com 

HOLIDAY DECORATORS: 

 

Start getting your decorating 

ideas together because we are 

having a Holiday Decorating  

Contest in Winter!  More details 

will come in the next edition of 

The Lantern. 

HAPPY HALLOWEEN! 

As Halloween approaches, please 

don’t forget to leave your outside 

lights on—as everyone  in SL knows, 

we don’t have street lights and out-

side lights provide better sight for 

our little trick-or-treaters walking 

door-to-door.  Also, as always, and 

even more importantly on this night, 

please drive cautiously - we want all 

of our kids to have fun and be safe. 

Do you have an idea for 

our neighborhood or 

concern you would like to 

share? Email us: 

SLHOA@hotmail.com 

       R e m i n d e r s / N o t i c e s  

 

         Mine Road Street Light Update 

 

A meter box has been placed at the mine road 

entrance (yes, it’s ugly- we are going to 

cover/conceal it!).  Dominion is now in the 

process of running power lines to the meter 

box.  When that is completed, lights will be 

installed– almost there! 

THANK YOU!! 

 

Thank you Laura Collinsworth (HOA Treasurer) and friend, Anne Klein for removing a downed tree on 

SL common property, your service is greatly appreciated! 

HOA NEWS 
 
    Thank you to everyone who responded to the HOA article concerning our immediate 
need for an HOA Treasurer and Board member. However, Laura Collinsworth who was the 

VP of the HOA (and  acting Treasurer at the time the article was published.), indicated 
her ambition to take over the Treasurer position full time.  Therefore, Laura stepped° down 
from the VP position and was voted in as Treasurer of the HOA.   
In similar news, Robert Collinsworth was nominated and voted in as HOA VP.  Mike 
Sims, ACC Chair was voted in as a Board of Directors member.  The HOA now currently 
has five board members.   
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SLHOA 

P.O. BOX 369  

Stafford,VA 

22555 

 

President: 

Martin Smith 

(540)720-3653 

 

Vice President:  

Robert  Collinsworth 

 

Board of Directors:  

Patty leith (Chair) 

Martin Smith 

Robert Collinsworth 

Joanna Phillabaum 

Mike Sims  

 

Treasurer:  

Laura Collinsworth 

 

Secretary:  

Joanna Phillabaum 

(acting) 

 

ACC Committee:  

Mike Sims (Chair) 

Mary Lawman (Vice chair) 

Martin Smith  

Bill Borthwick 

Rob Collinsworth 

 

Welcoming Committee: 

Chris Whitlow  

Barbara Borthwick  

Anne Tunney 

Peggy Hill 

Julie Sims 

 

Newsletter Committee: 

Patty Leith (Editor) 

 

Web Master: 

Curt Haggard 

 

 

    The HOA has  developed a new fee structure for HOA violations.   Each 

homeowner of SL was provided with a disclosure package at home closing 

which contains, In– part,  SL ACC guidelines.  Every homeowner in SL is 

bound to these restrictions upon purchasing a house in SL.  Part of the 

purpose of our HOA is to  supervise compliance with ACC guidelines: 

―..provide for maintenance, preservation and architectural control of 

residences lots and common areas within ...Settler’s Landing Subdivision.‖   

Essentially, it is the responsibility of our HOA to ensure that residences 

within SL are in compliance with these ACC guidelines.    Houses in disre-

pair and yards which are unsightly are in violation of ACC regulations and 

can decrease the overall value of our homes as a community.    

 

    Upon undertaking a neighborhood inspection or at any time the HOA 

deems necessary, the HOA will send  notice of any violations and allow 

for a 15 day grace period for appeal.  After expiration of this grace  

period, if an appeal is not requested, an initial fee may be charged depend-

ing upon the violation.  residents will have a set-amount of time  as  

indicated  in the violation letter to comply with ACC regulations.   If the 

violation is not corrected within the allotted time frame,  the HOA will, in 

addition to any initial fee imposed, charge a daily fee until the violation is 

corrected, not to exceed 90 days (per Code of Virginia Chapter 26, 55-

513).   Please know that the HOA is not attempting to cite neighbors who 

have a candy wrapper in their yard for example.  The HOA will use   

discretion in citing violations which are substantive in nature whereby the 

violation has a negative impact on our neighborhood. 

 

    NEW FEE STRUCTURE 

 

Parking of RV/trailers (includes work-type trailers and work equipment): $50  

initial fee, $10 per day for 90 days or until violation is corrected. 

 

Open storage of inappropriate material (e.g., construction equipment, appliances, 

play equipment):  $40 initial fee, $10 per day for 90 days or until violation is  

corrected. 

 

Exterior maintenance issues (e.g., excessive cracking paint, broken siding): $5 per 

day for 90 days or until violation is corrected. 

 

Inappropriate lawn appearance (e.g., leaves not raked in June, excessive weeds, 

grass excessively high, trash in yard): $20 initial fee (for more serious violations), 

$5.00 per day for 90 days or until violation is corrected. 

 

Trash cans in view of street:  $1.00 per day for 90 days or until violation is cor-

rected. 

 

If fees are not paid on-time as-issued, the HOA will turn unpaid fees over to 

the HOA attorney for further processing.  If you have any questions  

pertaining to the fee schedule, please contact the HOA at 

SLHOA@hotmail.com.  Fees charged may be less than disclosed above.  

Each violation will be assessed on an individual basis. 

NEW FEE STRUCTURE FOR HOA VIOLATIONS 

WHERE DID VIOS GO? 

 They dug up our lawns, clogged our streets with their trucks and .then, hey, whereôd they go?  

After all of the work that took place in our community by Verizon to lay fiber optic cables, many  

residents are left scratching their heads wondering why they are not able to now enjoy the benefits of 

Vios.  It appears that Verizon does not want to begin service at this time in any areas that not already 

have Vios working due to budget constraints.  At present, according to Verizon, the company is solely 
focusing on communities that are fully-set up to receive Vios; that is, neighborhoods that not only 

have the cable lines buried but also have the necessary County permits.  When questioning a Verizon 

employee about  when Vios might be available here in SL,  she stated that she had no idea when ser-

vice might be available.  ñWell, do you know IF service will become available in the future?ò I asked.  

ñNo, I donôt,ò she replied.   So,  I wouldnôt count on Vios service being available any time soon here 

in our neighborhood.     - Patty Leith, Editor 



Traffic Updates 

 

Traffic study 

 

 In a recent edition of The Lantern, a report discussed the necessary steps which would 

need to be undertaken in order to prompt VDOT to perform a traffic study of our neighborhood.  

In response, a  concerned neighbor started an online petition  for SL residents, details of which 

were to be reported in this issue of The Lantern.   During that time, the HOA had forwarded  

certain stop sign requests to our County Supervisor who in-turn, forwarded these requests to 

the Transportation Division (TD) of Stafford County Public Works Division.  One specific request 

forwarded to this department was for a 4-way stop sign at the intersection of Larkwood Ct. and 

Old Mineral Road.   According to The TD which forwarded our request to VDOT, VDOT denied 

our request  citing  the  ―close proximity‖ of five other multi-way stops  (MWS) in the area.  The TD 

added that  Stafford County permits 2 MWS in a 1/2 mile area.   This was unfortunate news for 

the HOA and for residence who sought  this MWS at Larkwood Ct. and Old Mineral Road for 

neighbor’s safety.    

 However, the TD indicated that due to the volume of requests for MWS from our  

neighborhood, VDOT themselves  recommended a traffic study of our area to assess the volume 

of speeding on SL roads.  In light of VDOT’s recommendation, the HOA agreed to allow VDOT to 

perform the study.   These actions bypass the need for a petition.   

 The HOA  does not know when this traffic study will be carried-out, but it is on VDOT’s 

agenda.  We will keep you informed of any updates in upcoming issues of The Lantern.   
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       IMPORTANT PHONE NUMBERS/EMAIL 

 

Emergency:  911 

 

Sheriff Non-emergency:  540-658-4400 

 

Animal Control:  540-658-7387 

 

HOA:/Newsletter:  SLHOA@hotmail.com 

 

Martin Smith, PRES HOA: (540)720-3653 

 

ACC:  slandingacc@gmail.com 

 

                                                                              CRIME UPDATES 

     Stafford County Sheriff’s Office routinely reports recent crime events and safety tips.  The latest  

report  by the Crime Prevention Unit centered around suspicious activity; how to spot it and when to 

 report it.: ―If you see something, say something.‖     Residents interested in receiving these detailed,  

informative crime reports can send their name, full address including zip code, phone number, subdivision 

and email address to:   

    crimeprevention@co.stafford.va.us 



The Lantern 
A publication of SLHOA  
P.O. BOX 369  
Stafford,VA  
22555 
Www.settlerslanding.org 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 

       

Classified ads for SL Residents are free. 

Business ads per-issue are as follows: 

Full Page: $40.00  Business Card: $5.00 

½ Page: $25.00  

¼ Page: $12.00  

Email: SLClassifieds@gmail.com  

SLHOA neither promotes nor endorses any ads listed in the newsletter and is not responsible for the outcome of any transaction occurring 

due to ad placement for any reason. Editor reserves the right to reject any ad for any reason and is not responsible for typographical errors 

or other errors in ads. Ads will be placed in newsletter a in first-come, first-serve basis. HOA residents are given preferential ad placement. 


