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HOUSE FIRE AT 18 LARKWOOD TAKES HOME;:FAMILY IS SPARED, LOSES TWO CATS

Saturday, July 31st in the early morning about 4 am, on Larkwood Court, neighbors
gathered in the darkness, nervous and bewildered as a fire ravaged through the home at 18
Larkwood Court. Thankfully, the owners of the home escaped the residence with their two small
children unharmed. Unfortunately however, their two pet cats perished in the blaze.

Fire and rescue squads from Garrisonville, Potomac Hills, Berea, Quantico and
Mountain View were on the scene, completely filling the block of Larkwood Court stretching
from Old Mineral Road to Burns Road, essentially making Larkwood curt impassable between
these intersections. Fire and rescue quickly responded to the scene of the fire and worked
diligently to ensure that the fire was completely extinguished. Despite their quick response and
diligent efforts, the two story home owned by the family for only three weeks was essentially
destroyed by the fire. Although the basement did not have fire damage, it suffered heavy water
damage from the use of fire hoses and subsequent rain after the fire. The owners were able to
recover a few scarce items from the home but lost substantially everything they owned.

In the hours after the fire, a compassionate neighbor on Larkwood Court took the family
in and helped watch the kids while the homeowners made important phone calls and met with the
Red Cross. The homeowners were understandably shaken but thankful to have escaped the
home unharmed. As stated previously, the shaken and bewildered family had just closed on
their house three weeks before the fire.

Neighbors who witnessed the fire were quick to respond to the family’s needs by
immediately donating necessities such as clothing, toys and shoes (in the frenzy, one of the
homeowners left the house barefoot). Neighbors were able to quickly get the word out to some
residents about the incident and to solicit support for the family of 18 Larkwood Court. Hearing
that the family was a military family, Mike Sims (HOA Board member/ACC Chair) and his wife
Julie (Welcoming committee) sprung into action and swiftly contacted Quantico marine base re-
garding the family’s situation. Consequently, Quantico gave the family immediate shelter on
base.

On National Night out on August 2, 2011, neighbors gathered at 18 Larkwood Court and
collected donations for the family. People compassionately donated clothes, toys, food, money
and gift cards amongst other items. It was wonderful to see such a showing of support for these
neighbors who lost most of everything they owned.

The family has subsequently moved from Quantico Marine base and is renting a home
in the area until their house is rebuilt. It is unknown at this time when construction will begin to
rebuild the home. The cause of the fire is still under investigation.

-Patty Leith, Editor
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FALL HAPPENINGS

Fall Home Show Pumpkin patches:
Fredericksburg Expo & Conference Center
(Right outside of Central Park in Fredericksburg) Belvedere Plantation:
1410 Belvedere Drive, Fredericksburg, VA
Mt. Vernon Fall Harvest Festival: Weekends 10/1-10/30
Oct. 22-23, 9-5pm Www.belvedereplantation.com

Www.mountvernon.org
Old Mine Ranch:

Fall Pumpkin Harvest Festival 17507 Mine Rd. Dumfries through 10/31.

Open Daily at 9 a.m. until 10/31 Www.oldmineranch.net

Great Country Farms

18780 Foggy Bottom Road, Bluemont, VA Clark’s farm:

Www.greatcountryfarms.com 721 Courthouse Road Stafford, VA
Through 11/1

Fredericksburg Ghost Walk Www.clarksfarmusa.com

Sun-Mon, Thurs-Sat 2-8pm, Tues/Wed Closed
623 Caroline Street, Fredericksburg
540-654-5414

FALL PICNIC MOVED TO SPRING

The HOA was forced to abandon planning the Settlers’ Landing Fall Picnic (party) due to time
constrains concerning a road closure. We are, however, currently planning the HOA party/picnic for late April
and have already taken necessary steps for road closure. Look for upcoming details of the picnic in the next
addition of The Lantern!

We are seeking additional volunteers to help with games, food service and set-up and break-down. If

you are available for any amount of time, even for an hour, let us know. Your help would be greatly
appreciated!

NATIONAL NIGHT OUT

National Night out was held on Larkwood Court on the evening of August
2, 2011. Considering the circumstances of the house fire at 18 Larkwood
Court, members of the HOA gathered at the residence with Deputy Morris to
collect donations for the homeowners who lost their home in the fire. Thank
you Ann Smith for your delicious cookie bars!

We want to continue national night out next year to promote safety
awareness throughout the neighborhood and hope that most neighbors will
participate. The HOA will send fliers with details prior to the event next year.

Thank you to everyone who participated, see you next year!
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REMINDERS/NOTICES

IMPORTANT EMAIL ADDRESSES DISCLOSURE PACKAGES

SLHOA@HOTMAIL.COM DISCLOSURE PACKAGES ARE NOW

SLANDINGACC@GMAIL.COM $45 AND MAY BE REQUESTED FROM
Do you Pave an @@aﬁm REGINA SWANSON:

REGINASWANSON@COMCAST.NET

mwn@ﬁ%mkwﬁoz
HAPPY HALLOWEEN!
concewn. you would fike to As HALLOWEEN APPROACHES, PLEASE
DON'T FORGET TO LEAVE YOUR OUTSIDE
ohare? Omail uo: LIGHTS ON—AS EVERYONE IN SL KNOWS,
: WE DON’T HAVE STREET LIGHTS AND OUT-
SLHOA@hotmail.com | 5 5o\ -\ i1s PrOVIDE BETTER SIGHT FOR
OUR LITTLE TRICK-OR-TREATERS WALKING
DOOR-TO-DOOR. ALSO, AS ALWAYS, AND
EVEN MORE IMPORTANTLY ON THIS NIGHT,
PLEASE DRIVE CAUTIOUSLY - WE WANT ALL
OF OUR KIDS TO HAVE FUN AND BE SAFE.

HOLIDAY DECORATORS: MINE ROAD STREET LIGHT UPDATE

START GETTING YOUR DECORATING
IDEAS TOGETHER BECAUSE WE ARE A METER BOX HAS BEEN PLACED AT THE MINE ROAD

HAVING A HOLIDAY DECORATING ENTRANCE (YES, IT'S UGLY- WE ARE GOING TO

CONTEST IN WINTER! MORE DETAILS COVER/CONCEAL IT!). DOMINION IS NOW IN THE

WILL COME IN THE NEXT EDITION OF PROCESS OF RUNNING POWER LINES TO THE METER

THE LANTERN. BOX. WHEN THAT IS COMPLETED, LIGHTS WILL BE
INSTALLED— ALMOST THERE!

THANK YOU!!

THANK YOU LAURA COLLINSWORTH (HOA TREASURER) AND FRIEND, ANNE KLEIN FOR REMOVING A DOWNED TREE ON
SL COMMON PROPERTY, YOUR SERVICE IS GREATLY APPRECIATED!

GET THE LANTERN EARLY AND IN COLOR!
SEND YOUR NAME AND ADDRESS TO SLHOA@HOTMAIL.COM

HOA NEWS

Thank you to everyone who responded to the HOA article concerning our immediate
need for an HOA Treasurer and Board member. However, Laura Collinsworth who was the
VP of the HOA (and acting Treasurer at the time the article was published.), indicated
her ambition to take over the Treasurer position full time. Therefore, Laura stepped® down
from the VP position and was voted in as Treasurer of the HOA.

In similar news, Robert Collinsworth was nominated and voted in as HOA VP. Mike
Sims, ACC Chair was voted in as a Board of Directors member. The HOA now currently

has five board members.
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NEW FEE STRUCTURE FOR HOA VIOLATIONS

SLHOA

P.O. BOX 369 THE HOA HAS DEVELOPED A NEW FEE STRUCTURE FOR HOA VIOLATIONS. EACH
STAFFORD,VA HOMEOWNER OF SL. WAS PROVIDED WITH A DISCLOSURE PACKAGE AT HOME CLOSING
22555 WHICH CONTAINS, IN— PART, SL. ACC GUIDELINES. EVERY HOMEOWNER IN SL. IS
BOUND TO THESE RESTRICTIONS UPON PURCHASING A HOUSE IN SL.. PART OF THE
PURPOSE OF OUR HOA IS TO SUPERVISE COMPLIANCE WITH ACC GUIDELINES:

PRESIDENT:
MARTIN SMITH “..PROVIDE FOR MAINTENANCE, PRESERVATION AND ARCHITECTURAL CONTROL OF
(540)720-3653 RESIDENCES LOTS AND COMMON AREAS WITHIN ...SETTLER’S LANDING SUBDIVISION.”

ESSENTIALLY, IT IS THE RESPONSIBILITY OF OUR HOA TO ENSURE THAT RESIDENCES
WITHIN SL ARE IN COMPLIANCE WITH THESE ACC GUIDELINES. HOUSES IN DISRE-
PAIR AND YARDS WHICH ARE UNSIGHTLY ARE IN VIOLATION OF ACC REGULATIONS AND
CAN DECREASE THE OVERALL VALUE OF OUR HOMES AS A COMMUNITY.

VICE PRESIDENT:
ROBERT COLLINSWORTH

BOARD OF DIRECTORS:
PATTY LEITH (CHAIR)
MARTIN SMITH

ROBERT COLLINSWORTH
JOANNA PHILLABAUM
MIKE SIMS

UPON UNDERTAKING A NEIGHBORHOOD INSPECTION OR AT ANY TIME THE HOA
DEEMS NECESSARY, THE HOA WILL SEND NOTICE OF ANY VIOLATIONS AND ALLOW
FOR A 15 DAY GRACE PERIOD FOR APPEAL. AFTER EXPIRATION OF THIS GRACE
PERIOD, IF AN APPEAL IS NOT REQUESTED, AN INITIAL FEE MAY BE CHARGED DEPEND-
ING UPON THE VIOLATION. RESIDENTS WILL HAVE A SET-AMOUNT OF TIME AS
INDICATED IN THE VIOLATION LETTER TO COMPLY WITH ACC REGULATIONS. |F THE
VIOLATION IS NOT CORRECTED WITHIN THE ALLOTTED TIME FRAME, THE HOA WILL, IN
ADDITION TO ANY INITIAL FEE IMPOSED, CHARGE A DAILY FEE UNTIL THE VIOLATION IS
CORRECTED, NOT TO EXCEED 90 DAYS (PER CODE OF VIRGINIA CHAPTER 26, 55-
513). PLEASE KNOW THAT THE HOA IS NOT ATTEMPTING TO CITE NEIGHBORS WHO

TREASURER:
LAURA COLLINSWORTH

SECRETARY.
JOANNA PHILLABAUM HAVE A CANDY WRAPPER IN THEIR YARD FOR EXAMPLE. THE HOA WILL USE
(ACTING) DISCRETION IN CITING VIOLATIONS WHICH ARE SUBSTANTIVE IN NATURE WHEREBY THE

VIOLATION HAS A NEGATIVE IMPACT ON OUR NEIGHBORHOOD.

ACC COMMITTEE:

MIKE SIMS (CHAIR)

MARY LAWMAN (VICE CHAIR)
MARTIN SMITH

BILL BORTHWICK

NEW FEE STRUCTURE

PARKING OF RV/TRAILERS (INCLUDES WORK-TYPE TRAILERS AND WORK EQUIPMENT): $50
INITIAL FEE, $10 PER DAY FOR 90 DAYS OR UNTIL VIOLATION IS CORRECTED.

RoOB COLLINSWORTH OPEN STORAGE OF INAPPROPRIATE MATERIAL (E.G., CONSTRUCTION EQUIPMENT, APPLIANCES,
PLAY EQUIPMENT): $40 INITIAL FEE, $10 PER DAY FOR 90 DAYS OR UNTIL VIOLATION IS

WELCOMING COMMITTEE: CORRECTED.

CHRIS WHITLOW

BARBARA BORTHWICK EXTERIOR MAINTENANCE ISSUES (E.G., EXCESSIVE CRACKING PAINT, BROKEN SIDING): $5 PER

ANNE TUNNEY DAY FOR 90 DAYS OR UNTIL VIOLATION IS CORRECTED.

PEGGY HILL

JULIE SIMS INAPPROPRIATE LAWN APPEARANCE (E.G., LEAVES NOT RAKED IN JUNE, EXCESSIVE WEEDS,

GRASS EXCESSIVELY HIGH, TRASH IN YARD): $20 INITIAL FEE (FOR MORE SERIOUS VIO]_ATIONS),
$5.00 PER DAY FOR 90 DAYS OR UNTIL VIOLATION IS CORRECTED.

NEWSLETTER COMMITTEE.:

PA Y LEITH (EDITOR) TRASH CANS IN VIEW OF STREET: $ 1.00 PER DAY FOR 90 DAYS OR UNTIL VIOLATION IS COR-
RECTED.

WEB MASTER:

CURT HAGGARD IF FEES ARE NOT PAID ON-TIME ASISSUED, THE HOA WILL TURN UNPAID FEES OVER TO
THE HOA ATTORNEY FOR FURTHER PROCESSING. IF YOU HAVE ANY QUESTIONS
PERTAINING TO THE FEE SCHEDULE, PLEASE CONTACT THE HOA AT
SLHOA@HOTMAIL.COM. FEES CHARGED MAY BE LESS THAN DISCLOSED ABOVE.
EACH VIOLATION WILL BE ASSESSED ON AN INDIVIDUAL BASIS.

WHERE DID VIOS GO?

They dug up our | awns, c¢clogged our str e
After all of the work that took place in our community by Verizon to lay fiber optic cables, many
residents are left scratching their heads wondering why they are not able to now enjoy the benefits of
Vios. It appears that Verizon does not want to begin service at this time in any areas that not already
have Vios working due to budget constraints. At present, according to Verizon, the company is solely
focusing on communities that are fully-set up to receive Vios; that is, neighborhoods that not only
have the cable lines buried but also have the necessary County permits. When questioning a Verizon
employee about when Vios might be available here in SL, she stated that she had no idea when ser-
vice might be availabl e. Awell, do you kn
ANo, I don6t, o she replied. So, I woul d
in our neighborhood. - Patty Leith, Editor
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TRAFFIC UPDATES

TRAFFIC STUDY

IN A RECENT EDITION OF THE LANTERN, A REPORT DISCUSSED THE NECESSARY STEPS WHICH WOULD
NEED TO BE UNDERTAKEN IN ORDER TO PROMPT VDOT TO PERFORM A TRAFFIC STUDY OF OUR NEIGHBORHOOD.
IN RESPONSE, A CONCERNED NEIGHBOR STARTED AN ONLINE PETITION FOR SL RESIDENTS, DETAILS OF WHICH
WERE TO BE REPORTED IN THIS ISSUE OF THE LANTERN. DURING THAT TIME, THE HOA HAD FORWARDED
CERTAIN STOP SIGN REQUESTS TO OUR COUNTY SUPERVISOR WHO IN-TURN, FORWARDED THESE REQUESTS TO
THE TRANSPORTATION DIVISION (TD) OF STAFFORD COUNTY PUBLIC WORKS DIVISION. ONE SPECIFIC REQUEST
FORWARDED TO THIS DEPARTMENT WAS FOR A 4-WAY STOP SIGN AT THE INTERSECTION OF LARKWOOD CT. AND
OLD MINERAL ROAD. ACCORDING TO THE TD WHICH FORWARDED OUR REQUEST TO VDOT, VDOT DENIED
OUR REQUEST CITING THE “CLOSE PROXIMITY” OF FIVE OTHER MULTI'WAY STOPS (MWS) IN THE AREA. THE TD
ADDED THAT STAFFORD COUNTY PERMITS 2 MWS IN A 1/2 MILE AREA. THIS WAS UNFORTUNATE NEWS FOR
THE HOA AND FOR RESIDENCE WHO SOUGHT THIS MWS AT LARKWOOD CT. AND OLD MINERAL ROAD FOR
NEIGHBOR’S SAFETY.

HOWEVER, THE TD INDICATED THAT DUE TO THE VOLUME OF REQUESTS FOR MWS FROM OUR
NEIGHBORHOOD, VDOT THEMSELVES RECOMMENDED A TRAFFIC STUDY OF OUR AREA TO ASSESS THE VOLUME

OF SPEEDING ON SL. ROADS. IN LIGHT OF VDOT’S RECOMMENDATION, THE HOA AGREED TO ALLOW VDOT TO

PERFORM THE STUDY. THESE ACTIONS BYPASS THE NEED FOR A PETITION.
THE HOA DOES NOT KNOW WHEN THIS TRAFFIC STUDY WILL BE CARRIED-OUT, BUTITIS ON VDOT’s
AGENDA. WE WILL KEEP YOU INFORMED OF ANY UPDATES IN UPCOMING ISSUES OF THE LANTERN.

CRIME UPDATES
STAFFORD COUNTY SHERIFF’S OFFICE ROUTINELY REPORTS RECENT CRIME EVENTS AND SAFETY TIPS. THE LATEST
REPORT BY THE CRIME PREVENTION UNIT CENTERED AROUND SUSPICIOUS ACTIVITY; HOW TO SPOT IT AND WHEN TO
REPORT IT.. “IF YOU SEE SOMETHING, SAY SOMETHING.” RESIDENTS INTERESTED IN RECEIVING THESE DETAILED,
INFORMATIVE CRIME REPORTS CAN SEND THEIR NAME, FULL ADDRESS INCLUDING ZIP CODE, PHONE NUMBER, SUBDIVISION
AND EMAIL ADDRESS TO:

CRIMEPREVENTION@CO.STAFFORD.VA.US

IMPORTANT PHONE NUMBERS /Z7EMAIL

EMERGENCY: 911 ‘6’ m

SHERIFF NON-EMERGENCY. 540-658-4400

ANIMAL CONTROL. 540-658-7387

HOA:/NEWSLETTER. SLHOA@HOTMAIL.COM

MARTIN SMITH, PRES HOA: (540)720-3653

ACC: SLANDINGACC@GMAIL.COM _
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Classified ads for SL Residents are free.
Business ads peissue are as follows:
Full Page: $40.00 Business Card: $5.00
¥ Page: $25.00
Y. Page: $12.00
Email: SLClassifieds@gmail.com
SLHOA neither promotes nor endorses any ads listed in the newsletter and is not responsible for the outcome of any transactimoccurring
due to ad placement for any reason. Editor reserves the right to reject any ad for any reason and is not responsible for typgraphical errors
or other errors in ads. Ads will be placed in newsletter a in first:come, first-serve basis. HOA residents are given preferentlad placement.



